
EASTER.
An Unusually Brilliant Celebration of the

Festival Yesterday.
CHURCH DECORATIONS.

Profuse Floral Offerings and
Grand Musical Services.

LESSONS OF THE RESURRECTION.

Crowded Churches and Fashionable Congrega¬
tions Despite the Weather.

E.ia'er morning dawned in uncertainty, and the

gloomy threat of ruin tvas fulfilled during the alter,

noon. Tne grand festival, however, overcame what
on un ordinary Sabbath might have suggested un ox-

cuao lor nou-attondauce at church, uud the house* of

worship lu the metropolis were llllod to overflowing
with the defout Many a hope born in vanity was

dissipated.lor milliners aro not meteorologists.uud
thousands of lovely dresses uwuit tho sunlight of the

coming Sunday. II the weather was unfavorable to

tho usual Kaster display ol lluer.v the day wus not

wanting in thoso elements which go to make a losti-
val. Within the churches all was poetry and beauty.
Music and flowers lent their churtns and iragrunce
to stgnallzo tho glory ot tho least, l'erhups never l>n.

lore was Kaster Sunday more generally observed In
New York. Thousands tvero attracted to tho churches

by tho promise of grand music and muguIlicont florul
displays, and many who went out ol uiero curiosity
leti with holy thoughts and gladdened hearts. The

city's fauos were brilliaut, uud the transition from
sackcloth and ashes, though unmarKod by the usual
display ol spring tluory, was gratifying to all. In
many of tho uptown churches, where worshippers
defy tho waywardness of Jupiter 1'luvius and travel
lu couches, tho display of elegant attires was qullo
attractive. The musicul programmes of tho cburchos
were grand, and tho day was eelobrated us became Its

dignity and significance. Filth uveuuo presented au

animated sceuo Just before tho hour of morning wor¬

ship. An endless lino of couches rattled merrily over

the stony roudway, hurrying brjowollod freights of

lovely holiness la lashlonablo shrines. Shortly alter
eleven o'clock, when the sun fur a short lulorval
struggled through tho clouds nnd sinllod approvingly
upon tho city, tho avouuo seemed deserted,
save whoro here nnd there a glittering
group of coaches and shining stocds inarkod
the eutranco to a church. Tho duiuponod
flagstones rellcetod tho bright sunlight lor a little

while, and then, when tho holy dames and gallants
sallied forth, clouds Intervened and brightness died
away. Tbo aftornoou was dreary, and whan night
camo on the rain was falliug in Iltful sbowers, uud
Kaster Day closed on many a disappointed hope of
cooqucsl u^il display. With a pruyor lor the hearts
that ache and a hope for bright weather next Sunday
all charitable Christians closed tho Kustcr devotions.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH.
THE GOSPEL STOBY OP THE KKSUBBECTION AND

ITS HEA.NINC1 SEEMON BY KEY. HENBY

WABD BEECHEB.
The Urst worshippers wbo cnterod Plymouth Church

yesterday morning shortly after ulno o'clock louud too

air impregnated with tho subtle porfumo ozbaleu by
yellow Iessamiues uud white roses, which, with lerns,
passion llowors, calls lilies and orchids, tilled two large
baskets.oao on either sldo ol the platlorm. Mr.
Boucher's congregation, however, expect to see those
baskets every Sunday Just us confidently as tlioy ex¬

pect to seo tho pastor ascend tho plutlorm and sit
down on his hat and greatcoat, so that thore was noth¬

ing unusual In the display of yesterday. Neither was

there any exleudod musical programme prepared 111

honor ot the day. At tho opouing Warren's Easter
caulata, "The Singing of tho Birds." was sung very
tlncly by Miss Ella Camp, soprano, and Miss Emma

Crauch, contralto, und tno choir In tho chorus, and this
was the ouly extraordinary leaturo of the service.

TI1K SSKUlIO.k.

Mr. Beecher In his sermuu dealt with tho subjoct of
tho dawuing resurrection troui tho Interior sluiid-

point, or front the standpoint ol the Apostle's expe¬
rience, uud with relation to the dawn of a correspond¬
ing expurieuco in the hearts of ChrUiiuus in our lime,
lierelcrred to the manner in which tho story of tno

great drama as wu have it cauio together. Thero
were live dillercui accounts, and uut one ol theui
could be Hindi; to 111 lulu uuolhcr accurately. I lie nar¬
rative of tho New 1'ostuuieut was not to bo lakcu Iruiu
the sluudpoiut of (act. No statement hud been inuuo

by Ibo .saviour llunsell, nor gathered Iroui 11 is lip*, by
tno disciples, ol Ills own thought ami personal view,
under arrosl, upon the cross or in tho sepulchre. The
standpoint from which everything baa beau taken
wus the elfcct produced upon the imuds of
tho apostles und spectators ol pucnuiueua which
ore but obscurely rucordeu. 11 diviuo truth Hi
history was to bo ibo record of ibe development
ol certain stales ol luiud, so Unit ttiu ouly thing lor
whicn ruvclation is given is thai tho proven tution of
truth lying oulstuo the pulh of ordinary Knowledge
should he intact uud sate, then incidental mistakes ut
Ucluilk wore of no cuiisc<|Ucnco. Mr. Beecher re¬
counted the incidents in which the Saviour was cuu-
ccrued irom the day lie arrived lu Jerusalem until the
resurrection. Speaking ol the hide with which tho
two apostle* proceeded to the scphulcro w hen they
were iniurmed that Christ was risen, Mr. Beecher re¬
marked ihut John could not lortn ur to record iiuti ho
beul 1'eier lu that sacred race. 11 Jonu were taken to
mean love, and Pelor zeal, tho incident furnished an
ftaslancu ol the fact that lovu will bcul zeal iu uuy lair
race.
UTIItXAL KVIDKXOK or TI1S TltfTIt or Till! XAKRATIVZ.

lu the uiiuuieiiuss ot tno mtrruiive.whicn liicu-
tloi.ud even that tho napkin wrlucu hud bound Christ's
licud was louud rolled up In »uu corner ol iliu sepul¬
chre.Mr. Beecher saw evidence which destroyed iho
theory ol those who believe that the Gospel is a my ill;
IbuL a slight germ ol truth had heuu originally taken
Up hy superstitious mull and added to as tune Went by
Until it attained its present size. The various appour-
antes ol ibo Saviour alter tno resurrection.to tno
holy womcu, to liiu eleven, to St. 1 nomas, uud uitor-
wurd to tno usncmuUge.were rehearsed by tho
preacher, who pointed out the luct that there wus uu
utter absence ol grand dramatic Olivet such us would
lutve appeared in ibo history nud it been fictitious. Mr.
lieechcr then culled uiicuiion to tho slowness with
winch leucuing conies to conviction in tho soui.
It took weeks uud weeks alter tno Saviour's
death to couvinco the disciples cl llio (acts whicn they
Should have known uud buliuvod irom His teaching,
bo to-day we were taught tho truths oi Christ, auU yul
Weill on without lueling their force, peruaps lor a lite-
tiuic, until some great sorrow came und made us tool
backward along the truths that wo have known so

long; but whicn llieu, lor the lirsl time, take lue to
us and bnug borne tuu most precious conviction that
Can coniu to the human soul, "Jesus Christ loves me."
Faith in tho living Christ was tno child ol soriow.
Tno knowledge ol Clirist, Mr. Beoclioi said, was to
euch in.ill uu individual and pncu.iur experience. It
could not be arrived ut by ratiocination, it grew up in

Den.
And now, said Mr. Beectior in coiieiuslon, on

this morning, when every one conies to eeiebrulu the
coining forth Irom death to lile ol our Lord in the his¬
torical evolution.the duy on which Ills lorin came

forth.on this duy is there auy other proseuunion oi
the Lord Jesus Ghri>i more worthy oi your thought
than mis:.How shall the J.ord ri.-o out ol the scpul-
cure ol my soul and be to mo u living baviour, not to

my eye nor to my eur, but to my spirit a living
buviourf How shall 1 uuve a risen Christ y Your
clglueon-liuudred-yeur ulu Christ won't uu; yourCnrist
lu Jerusalem won't do; your Christ ol tno books and

your Christ of tho llibio won't do. These are all sued

corn; but seed corn Is not harvest. 'There must be to

you a personal Christ. There must bo to you a Christ
that aball bo to you individually and in deed, nut weak¬

ness, hut strehgili, in bondage or liberty, at homo or

.broad, the "ctuol among ten thousand and altogether
lovely."
CHURCH OF THE DISCIPLES.

THE RJUUBBECTION.SKiiMON BY KEY. OfiOEOE

H. IIBPWOBTH.
An immense throng assembled ut tho Church of the

Disciples yoslordny morning. Tho floral decorations

wero profuse and boautilul, and tho wholu circle or tho

platform was one mas* of fragrant blossoms, In tho

centre of tho platform was a largo orcn nearly six feel

In height of wbito pinks with tho words, "Hlng the

bells ol heaven," lu Violets around It. Tho arch wus

surmounted by a wbito doro, uud from the centre hung
a largo boll composed of wbito pinks and tea rosos,

with tho clapper of violets. From this ploco on elihor
side to tho stops wero crosses and pyramids, crowns,

baskets, bompicts and flowers In pots. Over tho organ
waa . solid bed or green with a large bunch of calia
Hikes in tho contra.
Tno serrIons were peculiarly interesting- Hi* infants

Wero baptized ao»| over fifty persons Joined tiio church.
ME Thatcher and Mis. Arabella Hoot sang a duet be-

fore the sermon, and a male quartet sane after tbe
sermon, la tbe room buck of tho organ.

Mr. Uopworlh selected Ins text from Mail., xxvilL,
1."Go quickly ami tell liia disciple* tbut be I* risen
from the dead." Wo couiiucniorulu to-day, said Mr.
Uepwortb, tbe grandest fact of time or eicrnlty. It is

a miracle from which, u* from a founluiu, Hows tbu
world's hopes and anticipations. It la tbo corner stone
of our laitb, tbe consolation of our sorrow, the silent
linger that points heavenward Iroin every grave.

tllK KKHlKKkL'rlOX A FACT.
Tbo fuct ol tbo resurrection is beyond nil critical

doubt; us a verity of history it staudu proven beyond
perudvctilure. Tbe sharpest criticism cannot under¬
mine it; tbe largest and boldest scholarship cannot
displace it. lnlidolily itself leaves this crown on tbo
fair brow of Religion.

Let us oxainiuo tbo lads of this case and see bow
clear and perfectly doliiiod they are. Wo uro told tbat
upou too death ol Jesus tbe chief priests una 1'huri-
sees, whose work ol hatred bud been ucooinpllsued,
bad a couicrouce with 1'ilaio on tho subject of their
owu security. Tbey said to bnu, "Sir, we have re¬

called tbe fact that tins Joan. said to his disciples
that even il wo should destroy bis body bo would re¬

cover It ugaiu in tbreo days. We come to you that till
needed precautious may oe tukuu; that wo, tbe God
ordained teachers of tbo pooplo, may not be brought
into ridicule." I'llato co-oporuLed with tbe i'liuriscos
and gave Ihetn carle Ulaiiclic lo do anything which. 111
their judgement, seemed best adapted to securo tbe
end. We muy be well assured that they
were not buck ward in their demands. They
knew everything was at stake. If by chance
tbo body ol Christ Should be stolen lrom the grave,
tbey would bo brought >010 contempt. Tbey wore
actuated by the solQsbuess uud by tbe invincible hutred
which characterize 1 the whole sect. 1'bo stuuo was
rolled against the mouth ol tbo sepulchre and scaled
and throe ol tbu Koinuu guard were detailed lor spuciul
service, and tbut their orders were strict we can havo
no doubt, l'hcy bud no interest iu tbo resurrection,
tbey only bud regard to tbo luvor ol tbo 1'hurisocs.
.They could not bo bribed by tbo apostlus, who were

obiy poor, insignificant and defeated men. Every pos¬
sible precaution was taken, and vet, so the story goes
ou U> relule, on the morning ol tbo third day the Ko-
ruuii soldiers wore struck to tbo earth oy a power tbey
could not resist and tbo angel ol the Lord came dowu
lrom heaven, and with his own baud broke tbo seal
and rolled tbe stone away. Jesus uroso lrom the couch
ol Ueulb and went lorth to tbe accomplishment ol tbo
little purl of this glorious work which remained. If
the story andod boio, brethren, wo might possibly ox-

press somo doubt, hut It does not. Let us put iu oilier
lacts as prool that Jesus did arise. Mary, during the
iiigtu which precodcd tbu resurrection, wan prcpuriug
the spices lor Ills embalming sho rememoerod what
tbo Lord bud suid, yet tbe luut of liis death was so

firmly Impressed on her iniua tbat sho uovor once
dreamed of the possibility ol a rcsurroction, and wbou
just bolero sunrise she went lo tbe tomb, she saw tbo
stone was rolled uwuy; tbu Lord was not there,
und sbo was struck aumu with amazement
and horror. Sbo bad corno with a bundle of
spices lu ber arms -lor bis embalmment,
on a certain occasion tbo disciples wcro gathered in
uu upper chamber, conferring ou tbo past and future.
They- wero astonished and bewildered and paruly/od;
tbey did not know what to do or which wuy to Luru;
the doors wore closed boiwetm tlietn aud the Jewish
world; tbe doors between thorn and Hebrew hatred
wero barrod. and yet, In spite of closed doors, doubly
burroa and Ooltod, tboy beard unwoutod tootsteps, and
looking around tbey said "It Is ibu Lord," and bo
strwtcbod forth bis bunds In bcnodicllon and said,
"Peace I leuvo Willi you," and, ultur u couleronce,
hallowed, inspired and sanctified, ho dlsuppourod us

mysteriously us bo cuiuo. 1 might go on in ibis strain

Indefinitely, continued Mr. Hepwortli. I have by no
means exhausted tbo ovldonco of tbo rosurrectlou,
but I think I have said enough to couvitico
you tbat tbo resurrection ol Jesus Christ
stands us uli undoubted truth, tbo ouo won¬

drous lact In tdo exislenco ol Hie human rucu to
wblcn no other lucl is parallel.a lucl crowned with a

promise, tbut il wo partake ol Ills sulluriugs we shall
ulso purtuko ol His glory. Tbo immortal lile, or iho
life beyond tbo grave, is tbo best pari of tbu soul's
caruor. We ought uovor to oulortuiii the shadow of a

doubt concerning It; wo ought to incorporate it Ihlo
our uutures iu such lusbion us sliull muko it one ol tbo
diviuosl impulses to our actions. O the priviloge of
being certain tbut this is not ineond! O tbu gran
tude tbut lllls that heart which knows tnere is n mor¬
row when tbe sun of to-day sots! O tuo sound of
thanksgiving that ought to riBe lrom all tbo millions of
earth, because Jesus bulb left tbo door ajar to lot the
sunlight of God's presence pour through aud till wttb
radiauco our miserable Idol

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.
PONTIFICAL HIGH MASS AND BENEDICTION.

MUSIC, FLOWEBS AND LIGHT.DISCOURSE BY

BEV. FATUEB EEABNY ON THE FESTIVAL OF

EA8TEB.
Cardinal McCloskey coleorstod a Pontifical high mass

at ball-past ton o'clock yosterday morning at du Pat¬
rick's Komun Cattiolic Cathedral. Tho large edifice
was crowded to Its lullcsi capacity. Tho servicog wcro

peculiarly impressive, tho prcsonco ol the Cardinal
adding additional interest to tho occasion. In com¬

memoration ol tho Faster festival, at which time tho
fatthlul pay speciul homage to tho grout mystery of
tho resurrection or Christ, tho Cathedral ullurs and

sanctuary woro appropriately decorated. Over the

high altar, behind the hlo-slzo «Aguro of tho dying
Saviour, was Uung a magnillcent silk cuuopy of car¬

dinal reJ. Surmounting this was arrayed tho word
"Alleluia" In glittering gas Jets. A choice bouquet of
flowers was laid ou ibo top ol tho repository of tho
lllessod Sacrament, while largo vases of flowers stood
on cither side of tho main altar. A great number of

candles, arranged artistically upon nud over tho threo
altars, shed a flood of light within tho sauctuury.
Promptly at fluid-past ten o'clock tlio procession

filed from the vostry. Sonio forty acolytes lu white
and red surplices carried candles, the Cardinal's hat
nud crosier, a largo golden cross and tlio inccnso

lump. Tho Cardinal was dressed lu lull canonicals, and

appeared to be in uiuc.'i bottor health than wlion he last
otliciuied ut the Cathedral. Inside the sauctuury, as¬

sisting at tho Bcrvico, were Very Kuv. Father (julnn,
V. U.; He v. Father Kearny, pastor ol tho Cuiho-
dralj Kov. Father Parley, Secretary to tho Cardinal:
Kuv. Fathers Kuuu, llogau and others. Tho Curdinai
chanted tho solemn mast in a clear and steady voice.

TilK UISCOI'KSK.
At the end ol tho first gospel Kov. Fnlbor Kearny

delivered a short and eloquent discourse appropriate
to the day. lie took us his loxl purl ol St. Mulhcw
xvi., 1-(1. commenting, "And when the Sabbath was
past Mary Mugdafl.-uo and Mary, tlio mother of James
und Salome, tirouglu swocl spices that evening that
they might anoint Jesus. And very curly lu the
morning, tlio first day oi tlio week, thoy eauio to tlio
sepulchre, the sun helug now risen." Tho ravorend
preacnor called attention to the services ol the Church,
sud us they wore, daring the past lew days. On Frt-
day tho Saviour hud buou dying on tho hillside, hut
to-day llu hud ariseu Irani the lutub, easting oil tho
habiliments ol death, llu had severed tlio bonds which
Cod ulotio could unloose, lu such solemn moments of
the triumph of Christ we might rocull how He had
comu to us years before; we might coiiiempluiu
what lie hud suite red lor us during iinriy years, and
we should sink ou our knous and thank Him for tho
inestimable blessings thus bestowed. Wo hud listened
to Ibo voice ol llis ouo and indivisible Church, like the
voice ol me angels lu heaven. All this lime tvo knew
that Ifewas the voico ol Cod to winch we were listen¬
ing. Hat how wus this great Iruih established V ilud
we not heard Hiiu hid tho storm loboslillr Did we
not see Him raise the dead to lilo ? ft wus on thunioru-
lug ol Easier, however, that llu gave us tlio most in¬
controvertible prools that lie is tho Incarnuto Word of
Cod In Ills triumph over death. Faster was emblematic
ol the promise ol our own resurrection frum tho
corruptions of the grave, oven as Christ Himself had
riscu to dlo no more.

MASONIC TEMPLE.
THE TOWEH OF IMMOBTAL HOPE.8EBMON BY

THE BEV. O. B. FBOTII1NOIt.VSf.
The Kov. O. 11. Frotblngham announced as tho sub¬

ject of Ins discourse yesterday morning at Masonic
Temple tho .Tower ol Iramortal Hope."
Christendom, lie said, dovolos llio Faster Day to tho

commemoration ol tho resuriecnon of its Christ Iroin
the dead) not to thongh's of tin Immortality of tlio
soul, that Is a very diUoioul matter, llellel In tho
natural immortality ot tho soul would render tho Chris-
tiuii's faith In tho resurrcctiou ol his Christ unneces¬

sary. It wouni be simply an lllusirullon ol a general
law instead ot being an exception to tho ualurul law
possible Iroui the fact that Christ was not a liat ural
man, not a descendant frum Aduui, but a supernatural
sinless being. Christendom confines lis promise of
resurrection to Christians, who, being Joined to Christ
by laiih, sliuro his holiness and along with It his Im¬
mortality. Over the rest the grave Is suit victorious.
They rcmaiu In tho lund ol gloom lornvur. According to
some thoy are annihilated. According to others they uro
griovously tormented. Tho doctrine ol the Imiuortaliiy
ol the soul is not countenanced hv Christianity. That
belie! Is of Greek Plutonic origin, and has from the
first been hostile to tlio Christian taitb. llolievers In
tho soul's nuturut immortality are bullovors in tho
soul's otsential Integrity, lu its power to rise superior
to death. Tho doctrino ol nuinau depravity is abhor¬
rent to them. According to their persuasion death Is
u process ot transition, and felicity is the ultimate
goal ol all rational beings.
The Immortal hope U exceedingly dear to mankind.

Materialism, however beautiful In some ol Its aspects,
Is dreadlul, because u threatens immortality. 1'ne In¬
quiry I raise this morning is this:. l'o what does this
boliof owe its power? What is the secret of us fas¬
cination ? What, to use n commercial phrase,
is Its \aluer Wholly apart irom tho reason¬
ableness of tho bnltcl is tho questlou of
its moral and Intellectual importance. Ob¬
viously It Is duo In a great measure to ma heart's
ciaving for solace >n affliction. In seasons of severe
personal affliction tins belief is nutural to all save tlio
very low. Thus tlio hope Is kopi perennial. The in¬
fluence of affliction insures us ubiquity. Tho Irosh-
liesa ol affliction Is a guuruiilne of its vividness. If (ho
time should over come when premature death is n
rure expurivacs, wheu ail cblldruu live to bacouia men

anil women, when lito accomplish** it* lull sum of
year* anil death ul last comes gently ul the natural
close ol an ample existence, this forin of tho longing
lor in mortal ny will Uiiuppear. Tho heliei id Imiuor-
luiity is ol great importance as an educator ol ullco-
tiou. i hero U uoou too inucli affection In itio world.
Tho world we live in is contracted, and tbereloro wo

w ho Itvo in it do not call into exercise the breadth of
our laculile*. our humanity lukes its tone Iroiu our

concc|iliuu of the liuuiau; as that conception
widens tho huuinnliy becomes rich and leu-

dor; as that shrinks the humanity shrinks.
Hut the popular lai.lt in immortality has probably a

linncr hold on tho conscience than it has even ou llio
heart. It Is ludoed the bulwark ol conscience witb the
multitude o! mankind. Justice is regarded us the chief
ol all ttie attributes of Hod. Tho demand lor justice,
lor absolute, poetic. Justice, Is imperative. Hut this
universu! nod absolute laith tu tho divluo justice re¬

ceives u severe shock when conlrouted with the aspect
ol tho world. There, to the ordiuary vision, In placo
of the rule. Justice is the exception. Things every¬
where look out of joint. Knaves ride lu carriages,
honest tuoii trump on loot. Tho conviction that Justice
is uoi doue In this world Is nearly as universal us the
persuasion that u ought to be douo.

WHAT TilK CbKAU-JCYKtt SHE.
The eleur-eyed seers look beneath the surface, and,

discovering the lullmte resources ol being and the In*
exhaustible Issues contemplated by tho laws of com¬

pensation, ask :or no supplement ol hereafter to
complete a work that Is lluishod here. Too lalih In
Hod is lo them assurance enough; couvlncud that Uu
exists thev cuiinot question that lie oxists every
moment and that because Ho ox isis wills well, it is

eusy to mako sport of these Utopias, but tho uion and
women wbo huru the hard lot In life do not uppreciulo
the jest. They waul something inuro and something
else.not necessarily pleasures that huvo been dcuied
them or delights they have never known, i.el It
come, fho laith in the hereafter, not us oltcrlug vul¬
gar or superficial compensation for the present, but as

utfordtng a new occusiou and impulse to development,
is of luiuioustf value to mankind. It can hardly be
domed that it keeps puiienl. constant und
loyal inauy u spirit lu whom deprivation
would beget hopelessness, utid hopelessness would
doupen into desperallou. 11 is u preservative against
lebulliou and suicide, against bitterness and ferocity,
against ncrvelossuuss and imbecility. It assists tuu
human lo maintuin its su|ieriority over tho bestial.
That tho nope should bo tinged with oxtruvaganco is

natural. It is not enough that tho well doer should ho
convinced of tuo divine justice, hn must enjoy uu

ocular demonstration ol it. Tho vision of a day of

Judgmeut hovers laintly before tho mind'H oyo of the
believer. Much ait oxpeclutton, besides being to tho
lust degree unreasonable, wuaknus the lorcc ol tho
plea lor justice that conscience urges.
Tho real power ol tho Immortal bopo lie* Id tho

prospect opened by tho longer allowance ol lime
lor ibu full uiuboratiuu ol the moral law. It
makes a now horizon Iidu, uilows a new deal,
Tho great charm ol this dream of conscience Is Us
Immunity. The promise, of this hcroufior Is to tno

poor and the unprivileged. It is a dream of good lor
those who have known only evil, of happiness lor the
unhappy. Conscience anticipates an opportunity lor
the millions ol namuioss ones who buvu never bad a

chance either to he loved or huiud, to bo honored or

despised. A man like Theodore l'arkor might be con¬

tent with one hie. M'tio would usk anything more lor
him I He hud his great opportuuity und greatly did
liu improvo n.

I'SKrdlJIKSS OF TIIK UOPK OF IMMORTALITY.
That iliu uppurout inequality ol ibis world's arrange¬

ments is a vuinl urgunioui lor u luiuro nio cannot mill
good reason bu maintained. Tlio demand llial ouch
liuuian crcuturo should come to muiurity, when m
utbor departments ol nature not ono iu lea thousand
docs ho, seems plausible, llut llial euuU individual
should cherish the hope of it is certainly a great thing.
Pur this, niter all, is the highest practical function ol luu
bond in immortality to exult, muguily, glorny the
nuturo ol ni.iu, to Keep ulivo and vivid the impression
that luuu is ideally and poleuiiully a grout being, how¬
ever smiill a croaiuru bu uctuully may bu. Mau would
be butter il wo butler thought of tllui. The belief that
u luiuro life awaits htm helps lo muko him uppear
less abject us u creature. It is objoclud that the belief
lu immortality rather weakens iliuu stimulates, rather
dissipates than condenses, rather llaltors lhau in¬

spires. it Is true iu u vast multiludo ol instances, but
it probably is hot true on the whole. No great idea
or priuciplo docs accomplish all that might be ex¬

pected ol it. JJwubllo.-s peoplo think they heed the
immortal hope more tltun they really do; but the loss
ol it would bu fell more severely tbuu sumo would have
us bvliovc. 1 cuiiuot leel with Thoodoro Parker that
tins life would be desolated 11 tbo next were dis¬
credited.

BROOKLYN TABERNACLE.
THE REV. T. DB WITT TAI.ilAGE'S EASTER

SERMON.
At tho Brooklyn Taberuaclo yesterday morning tho

services were more than usually interesting. Tno

proucber's platform was literally covered with Uowers,
and ou tbo organ pipes were suspended a series of

letters In wlilto tuberoses, forming the words, '*Hu Is
Risen." Tbo music ou the organ, by Mr. George \V.
Morgan, consisted principally of tbo lollowing selcc-
HousHrom Handel's oratorio ol tho "Messiah:".
Chorus."And the glory of tho Lord."
Chorus -"Lilt up your heads, O ye gates!"
Ana "I know thai ui.y UodiUiuur livelb."
Churns."Hallelujah."
Chorus."Worthy is the Lamb that tvas slain."
Kugue."Blessing una Honor, power and glory to Him who

slttelh upon the throne, ami unto the Lumb luiuver."
Mr. Tulmngo look bis text Irom John, xx., ti and 7.

"Thou comelh h'nuon l'oicr lollowing blin, and went

into tbo sepulchre, and soclh the linen clothes lie,
and the napkin, that was about Ills heud, nut lying
w ith tbo llnon clothes, but wrajipod together in a place
by ItBiilf."
Tbo Greek and Human Catholic churches, said Mr.

Taluiugo, were in loug controversy us lo tbu right day
on which to colobrule tbo resurroctlou of Christ, so

that whilo tbo Romanists were lusting tbo Greeks were

rejoicing, but at a grout council, held In 3-5, it was

unanimously decided that Easter should bo kept ttud
celebrated on tbu Sabbath lollowing tho lirst now moon

alter Ibe spring equinox; so that the whole Christian
world to-day, Protestant and Roman Catliolic, keeps
Easier all round the world. Tills morning oar souls
show nn appreciation ol tbu fact that Christ lu risen
Irom tho dead. "He Is risen. " "Ue is risen."
Mr. Taluiugo emphasized these last words by turning

to mo llorul Inscription on tbo organ and pointing out

each word as it wus pronounced, liu ibeu contin¬
ued

Ttie Urst lesson that I get from this Easter Sahoath
11 that truth and rigutuousiiess can't he succosslully
buried. Lot Truth, Hie daughter oi God, be seized,
kindle round bur loot the hrcs ol ,s mi 111 He Id or let her
head drop Irom under tho axe ol the guillotine; hmld
her Into the grave with all the Polls ol earth, then roll
against ihat sepulchre all tbu bowlders ol tbo sou; some

day early the earth w ill throb, the ground will cr.tck
open uud Truth, the daughter ol God. will cutuo lorib.

Truth crushed to earth will rise ugatn ;
'1 tie eternal years of tied are hur>.

Again, tins Easter Sabbath teaches iau Christ's por-
'ect deliberation and composure. There was plenty o(
ixcilcmotil uround ilia loutb, but Christ wus composed.
Uotv do 1 Know u y Why, when ono gets tip in u

right ho casts his garments on either side, hut ray
le\t shows that Christ, ulter lie rose, took the shroud
ind lolded It up carolully nod laid It III ouo place und
ho cloth that was about Ins head lu uuother, perfectly
iullit and composed.
Again, this Kaster Sabbath tenches mo that wo nro

not compelled to worship a dead Christ, Wo don't
tueel to day on tho cold slab of a cemetery, but wo

ook up into the luceol a living Jesus. 1 hat's lltu truth
il ibis Kaster morning Ho lives, lie lives to pardnu
my sins, to carry my burdens, to wipe away my tears.

Jh, come all you people with troubles; you don't bring
il,em lo the grave, hut to tho bosom or Hie living
Christ. On, weep uo more; tho Lord has risen, lie
lives agnin!
Again mis Kaster Sabbath teaches us that tho grnvo

has been completely broken up (ur all Cod's Children.
Christ went up out o: the grave, t hut's what makes
Llits* Kaster daboutli so glorious. There's a grunt,
hideous uiouslur who hus walked ovor this world us u

conqueror, lie rodo on u black horse across the fields
ul Sedan und Austeriitx. All the cities of tho world uro

coining down trader his loug continued assault. His
liamo is Heath. His music la the cry ot desolated
homes; his chalice is a human skull; his pleasure-
spring fountains are tliu tours ol a world. Oh, I
Uaiu htm, 1 halo him with a perfect hatred. Ho has
taken so many of our loved utiVb away. Hut the old
monster shuli cuino down. 'Hits Kaster morning
declines it 1 can now hear the thump ol Haul's heel
us it comes down on the neck ol too conqueror. "O
Death I where Is thy stlugy O Uruvol wliuro is thy
victory V"

TllK till I.AT KAHTKIt DAY.
That great Kaster Duy which will tome to us nil, and

which this Luster Day predgures, will be ushered in

with a great round, wnli tho biusl ol trumpets, with u

great shouting, ft will be a very penetruling sound.
Jl will not bo mistaken lor thunder or the peals of
earthly minstreisy. Millions ol spirits shall cotuo
Horn heaven, and lltoy will cry, "U Grave, give us
back our bodies!" All llio great of the earth, all tho
armies, victor und vanquished; the Inlaiil of a duy us

well as tno octogenarian. And now the air is dark¬
ened with the fragments of bodies coming together
H um u:l quarters ol the earth. Kvery one that's bora
blind God will kliidlu an cyo for litm. Amid all tho
nation, ol the Christian dead tliut are rosurrected not
one blind eye, not one palsied foot, not ono duutb
tongue, not ouo deaf curl You ask tue if 1 Ituve
any idea what kind of u form wo will gel on that
Kaster inoruingi1 Yes. 1 have. lu the first
plaoo it will be glorious. Why, the finest form
that you sou 111 all the earth Is a mere
skeleton compared with what we will have
on that day.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER'S CIIURCII.
IMPRESSIVE l.AllTl'.il HEBVICCH.JHCII FLOU.lL

DECORATIONS AND 8PLESDID MUSIC.

Tho Kaster services at fit. Francis Xuvicr's Iloman
Catholic Church hi West Sixteenth stroel, yesterday,
were conducted on a grand sale, uml wnro attended by
an overflowing congregation. The high altar was brill¬
iantly lighted with clusters and arches ot gas Jets ele¬

gantly arranged, and crowned by a beutiuiui cross ol

lights that glittered like a brilliant muss of gems.
Thoro were some beautiful (lowers, too, lastolully ar¬

ranged on the main and aldo altars. And In tho con-

Iro, opposite and beneath tho tabernacle, which was

hung with neb gold-laid tapestry, was placed a bod of
white buds with the namo of "Jesus'' lu
carnations. Tho celebrant of tho mass was

feather U|i4an, {'resident of tho Jesuit Order;

Father Pelleticr acted aa deacon, and Mr. Drummond
was tho rooster of ceremonies. Father Prendergast
preached the Easier sermon. Xbe reverend preacher
dwelt iropressiveljr en the great lessons ol Christ's
resurrection, lie insisted that to Imitate the Saviour
men roust bury the corrupt passions that arc tho In¬
heritance oi uil mortals. Il wo would rise with Christ
in glory we roust die with him In anguish, but it was
bettor to luse all earthly thluga lor tho soul's sako
than to perron one's sell to be curried otf by tho vaiu
delights of the world. Alter u briol' but coinpreben-
sive review ot tho duel thoughts Inspired by u
consideration of the occasion lor Easter rejoicings
Father l'reudorgust closed an ctloctivo scriuou.
The musical services wero on an elaborate scale and
made tho mass unusually loug. The choir consisted
ol Misses Teresa and Mary Werncke, soprano uud con¬
tralto; .Slguor Tuinnro, tenor; Messrs. Dupau uud
Eluiitpu, bassos; a large chorus, with a quartet of
brass lusiiuroeuis and tympuni. iielore tno com-
iiioucoineni ol tho mass tue grand inarch of the
priests, from Mendelssohn's "Alhulio," was rcudered,
commencing as the priests and ucolytos. In tholrrlch
vestments, entered from the sacristy. The mass given
was J)r. Dorgo's "Uraud Mlssa do Puschu No. J."
This mass commenced with the "Kyrio," rendered
with orguu, brass iiistruuients, tympuni and bolls.
Then lollnwed a very brilliant and effective "Gloriu."
Tho "Luuduinus To" was Uueiy arranged as
u duct lor soprano and alia The "tirutius
Aglmus," a tenor solo, was admirably sung by tiigtior
Tuinaro, Tno '*Credo" enlisted the services olieruuiely
ol bass and soprano, bass and tenor, uud buss and ulto.
'.El in Unum Dominum," a soprano solo, was Uuely
sung by Miss Teresa Wcrnckb. The "Uoniium non
Factum" was given by the malo quurtel without ac-

compuuinicut- Another tenor solo was tho "Cruci-
bxus. *' The "Uujus'itegiii" wus an organ solo with
chorus accompaniment. "Et in Spiritual Sanctum"
wus u baritone solo, uud lbo"Hiuc Dies," by luiiubillolto,
was rendered by the chorus. Alter the muss tho organ
uud bruss instruments played the overture to "La
Muetiu di Portici," by Auber. The mass was not tin*
isiicii until altur hull-past one o'clock, having com¬

menced at bull-past ton. at lour o'clock in the alter-
noon wus commenced tho Eastor oratorio, "Tho lies-
urrectiou," by Pero laimbillotte, which ulso uttrauiod
a very largo atleudauco of worshippers.

TRINITY CHURCH.
ELABOBATE FLOBAL DECOIUTIONS AND BABE

(SELECTIONS OF SACBED MUSIC.FOUB SER¬

VICES DUIUNO THE DAY.
Fumed as Trinity Cnurch has long boon lor rare

Easier music, li was not to bo wouderod at thai It was

yislorduy the centre ot attraction, l'ho Interior or the
cdiflco was made attractive by an unusually great pro¬
lusion of (lowers. Surrounding the columns dividing
tho chancel Ironi the body o< the church wcro

clustered tho choicest and rarest of tropical and loreign
plants and {lowers covering tho columns lor about

twenty feet. Surmounting tho baptismal lout was a

cuuo or raro flowers, artistically arranged, resting upon
winch was a crown in white, purplu uud bluo flowers,
und n cross of red roses. Over the ultur were two very
pretty clusters of flowors ol' various hues.

Til a MUSIC.
Tho music was undor tho direction of Mr. A. li.

Mcsslter. organist and musical director, und tho lull
orchestra was conducted ny Mr. Houry Curler, as¬
sociate organist. Tho solos wcro by Masters Coombu,
Kemble and Jones, soprani; Master Ward und Mr.
Ans. duiudloy, alll; Messrs. M. li. Karr uud Cnuries
A. Mcl'liersou, Union; Mr. Henry l'ricu, buritone, and
Mr. F. H. Dunkiuson, basso. Tho selections included
li.ich'8 toccuio in F, on tho orgau, by Mr. Carter;
the processional, by inn (Id; Haydn's anilioin,
"Christ oar Passover;" .Schubert's "Kyrio;"
'¦Gloria Tibi," from Hay do; "Nicouo Creod," by acnu-
liorl, and ollertory autbeoi, by J. 1*. Morgau. Tho
Philharmonic Orcuestrai Society wus reprosouled by
tlnriy-ilvo Instruments in tne organ gallery. It is
needless to s.iy tout all the sciocllons wcro rendered lit
u highly artistic manner, and lovers of sacred music

cujoyad u raro euiortaiuuieut.
voun skkvicks.

The day was observed by lour services. At six
A. M. the service ol holy communlou was held; at
ball-past sovcu u brief service in the German language,
thai was ulleudcd by about one thousand persons, at
nine there was morning prayers; at ten Mr. Ayltile per¬
formed a number ol uppropriaio Easter selections on
the chimes und thou cuuiu tho usuul Easter services
and a short discourse by liov. Morgan Mix, the rector,
who wus assisted in the services by *f)r. Ogtlvio and
ltov. Messrs. Hicltson and ltobmson. The ceremonies
were concluded by a musical sorvico iu tho evening.
The ediilco wus thronged to Us utmost capacity und
hundreds were compelled to leave disuppoiutcd uud
worship elsewhere.

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH.
SI>LENDID DECORATIONS AND CEREMONIES.

THE SANCTUARY ILLUMINATED.AN IMMENSE

CONGREGATION.SERMON BY THE REV. DR.

m'olynn.
Si. Stophon'8 Church, East Twonty-oichth street,

was splendidly docoratud lor the Easier celebration.
Tho entire surroundings of tho church showed that
nmplo preparations had bocu made tor tho festival.
Thu altars were ublazo with lighted tapers and gas jots,
and flowers were profusely scattered upon them and
around iho sanctuary. Tho contrast between tho up-
pcaranco of thu suncluary yesterday and for tho pust
week was very noticeable, as, instead ol tho purplo
coverings concealing tho ornaments and pictures aud
statuary which then everywhere mot, tho cyo
thcro was now tho lullest ornamentation
to bo seen, and all tbo familiar paint¬
ings and statues appeared to view like old
lricnds of the congregation. High up over tho princi¬
pal altar, and invisibly suspended from tho domo
ubovo tho suuetuary, hung a largo illuminated cross,
whose brllliaucy could not fail to attract the attention
ol tho visitor on entering and nunounco that tho fes¬
tival of tho day was one of grout joy. The ceremonies
of the solemn high mass wcro performed lully accord¬
ing to iho ritual, and tlioso, lu connection with tho
spluudor ol lliu aliurs and the Incidental docorutlons
lor tlio lesiivul, mane ilia service u most liriitiaul
spectacle. As is usual on special least days, there was
u congregation In attendance Unit tilled every pew uud
crowded thu sido aisles lor sinning room.

A GDKOkOl H SIGHT.
When seen from lliu entrance doors on Twonty-

elglilh street the niuctuary presented u maguiUcotit
siguu Thu tllumluulud cross lit up thu features ol the
groups ol tho large painting ot the crucifixion, which
form a thu background ol thu sunctuury. At tho baso
of tlio mission cross u cluster ol llowors was luid, and
In I run t ol tho licuutiful picture ol iho sucrcd heart
several tapers weru burning and bouquets ol ilowurs
urrunged. T he Virgin's altar was chasiley decorated,
buiiiu ol the choicest llowcrs being placed around it,
ana on tlio altar tablo u lamp was burning. Tho
priests oinctuiiiig ill tlio high muss were rooed m vest¬
ments ol the very richest sort, tlio attendant boys,
about Ufty lu number, wearing white cassocks and sur¬

plices. All mis, with a church tilled to us uimost
capacity by a congregation attired in the highest lusb-
lou, with ihu organ pealing lortli us poweriul music
or lliu violins urea tiling some devotional lender pas-
sago, presented tho Easter service lu tho most impos¬
ing inanoor.

Til K Ml'SIC.
The music of the muss was Murc&daiilo's In E flat.

The soloists were Mile. Anna Eu.ettl, Mile. Muuior,
Mr. Curl Bernard, Mr. Jueobsohu uud Mr. Jligaut.
Eur the chorus tbsre weru twenty voices, ami the or-
clicsiru numbered eiguteon. Uefore the mass coin-
nioncud the overture to "Uborou," by Carl Maria von
Weber, and u processional march by Welngurioii wcro

played. At the gospel,a "Venl Creator," by Hossl,
was sung by Mr. llurnurd, and at the oflurtory a "lliuo
Dies," by Danlortb, was the selection.

TDK SXRilON.
The celebrant ol the high mass was tlio pastor, Itov.

Dr. MoGlynu. tlio deacon being Us v. Kiituor McCroa-ly,
mo sun-deacon llcv. Father McCnuiey and the master
ot cureiuuuics Kev. Father Colton. During the service
Rev. Dr. Currau uud other priests occupied soats
within tho sanctuary.. Tho sermon was preached by
the Rev. Dr. McUiyun, who dm not occupy as much
time In Ills discourse as ho usually does; nor d.d he
ascend the pulpit, but uddressod the congregation Irom
tt.o altar, sin) clothed lu the vestments ol tlio mass,
lie began by rcuding the go-pel ol tlio day, from Murk,
lu winch is narrated the arrival ol the-two women
at the tomb and mo rusponao tbey met witb.tbat
Jesus was risen, lie then went on to speak ol the
recent sorrowing <>f tho Church over the i'ussiou of
the Redeemer aud ot tho cruclllxioo Itvull, and
connected this with the icjoiciin: ol tho Easter fes¬
tival, Alter dwelling on the mumtold reasons there
weru lor joy on mis least, tho day on winch was coin*
mciuoruted tho proving ol ills divinity by Christ
Hinisoil, he spoke ol thu unison ol prayer that went
up all over the world at Ibis Easter time lu acknowl¬
edgment ol tho wondrous love wlilcu tlio .Saviour
had innnilusted lor men, mid concluded his discourse
by Inviting the congregation to Join, by incir assist-
unco ui the holy sacritlce ol ibo muss, in the universal
gladness over thu resurrection. In tlio aiteriioon, ul
lour o'clock, vespers wcro sung, at which a congrega¬
tion as mrgo as that which had attended the high mass
was present.

feWEDENBOilOIAN CHURCH.
THE ItEHURlIECTIOS OF CHRIST SERMON BX

RKV. < 1UCNCKT GILIS.

Id tlio Swodcnhorgian Church, Twenty-filth street,
between Fourth unit l.oxtiigioti avenues, yesterday
morning, the pastor, ltcv. Chuunccy Oiled, preached
on the resurrection. Ilo took bid toxt from Matthew

XXVIll., 0."lie Is not litre; lor he Id risen as ho saiil."
The resurrection, siiltl the prouchor, was a necessary
step id the work o( human redemption. The death of
Christ on the cross was generally regarded as tho es¬

sential element of that great saving work, when in

reality it was only an inr.ideut ol it. To savo man It
was necessary lor tho l.ord to nasuino human nature,
fur Micro wusnoothor way of gaining such access to

hnn us was requisite lor tho ochiovenicut ol that
end. Now, as ihero was no pcrlccl human
iiiiud, ho could only uasutno uii impcriecl
one and then change it luio a divine n.ituro, a process
which was called Ills glorification. TDu death which
Jlu mi lie red was only tho death of Ills human nature.
He was during all his lilctime going through a process
ol riiango ol which that death wus only the consum¬
mation. As lie laid down tlio organic tonus of His
material humanity Ha replaced Ilium Willi a divine .or¬

ganization. The work ol death and resurrection was

continually going on within Him, and tho dculU ol His
material buoy was only the clearing uway ol all that

remained of earthly substance. Bat mat death should
not bo regarded as tbo loss of consciousness or life on

His part. N'cllher should It be supposed that Hia
death implied uvea u temporary suapco-ion of lile.
lie lived right on, tbe sumo divine beiug He bad over
beeo, and ooiy tbe material veil of tbe llesb died Tbe re¬

surrection. therefore, did not mean a recalling ol u lllo
tbat hud been loat, on tbe contrary, It meant u con¬
tinual existence, a standing up and movtug uu. When
u living lorm bad become disaipaiod tbcre was no iu-
staucu of it having being recalled to lile again.

ST. ANN'S (li. C.) CHURCH.
TUB JOYOUS SIGNIFICANCE OF EAKTKll.SEB-

MON BY BEY. FATIJEB l'BESTOK.
Master Sunday is always a day of special graco and

bcanly at St. Ann's Church. Sucb It was yesterday.
The largo, brilliant audlcuce solemn and attentive

throughout; tbe gorgeous tlower-dccscd altur; tbe
radiant sanctuary wltb its hundred gleaming lights, and
tlio chanto image of tbe Hodcemer looking benignly down
upon this offering of joy at Ills resurrection formed a

sinking and Impressive scene. Tlio church lookod,
Indeed, to uso an expression from Futber Erosion's
sermon, llko a brido festively arrayod and Joyously
awaltlug tbo coming of her Divine bridegroom. Tbe
music was of tbe usual elaborate description. Tbe
"liuperiul" (third) moss, by Haydn, whoso every strain
breathes so loudly tbe soloinu bcuuty and grandeur of
tbo licsurrocllou; the olferlory, aud tlio character¬
istic ..Laudute" by Abbd Voglur were tbo best features
ol tbo musicul part ol tbo coiobratlou which was ren¬
dered by tbo regular choir of tbo church. Alter
the gospel Father Preston preuchod a sermon
which gavo lull expression to iho religious
significance ol the duy. Ho gloriUod the
resurrection of the Saviour as tbo greatest mystery of
the world's history, us tlio conclusive victory over tbo
tlcsb aud over death.a victory which was shared by
the whole of Ubrisloiidom. Christ hud been bosei uud
hurrassed by the world, which was si ill His euemy. In
tills century more than over the world wits His onoiny,
uud kings uud cubincls arruyed themselves against
Him and His anointed. Hence this glad day, In winch
tbo gracious Saviour burst the bonds of the tomb to
uutbouliculo the fullb of Christianity in tuis immor¬
tality, was an additional reproach to the laggard mid
uiilitnhful Catholic, who had praiso aud cloquoiice od
Ins Hps, but ouly hypocrisy lu his huurl. The
revoruud lather illustruied the weakness uud
ignominy ol tho llcsh, which was bound to pass awuy,
leaving only a tiaudlul ol dust, but when tlio trumpet
ol the Archangel sounded the body of tho just would
riso again, purified and gloriUod, uud would claim its
tlnal blisslul unison with the soul at the loot ot tbo
Imperial Throne.

CHURCH OP ST. VINCENT FERRER
EASTER CEREMONIES AND GRAND niOH MASS.

SERMON BY REV. FATHER nOBAN.
The ceremonies yestorduy at tbo Doiniulcuu Church

or St. Viuccut Kerror, Lexington uvonuo and Sixty-
sixth street, wore very grand and Iiuprosslvo. The
high nltar was bcuutttully decorated with natural flow-
era and graceful draperies, while innumerable lights
burned lu and uround tho sanctuary, adding a wonder¬
fully brilliant ctrectto the carvod and gilded ornaments
of ilio shrine. At tho usual hour, hall-past ten

o'clock A. M., a grand high inass was celebrated, tho

olllciatlng priests being Father Dominic Lilly, colo-
brant; Father Francis Lilly, deacon, aud Father .Spen¬

cer, sub-deacon. Tho choir rendered tho music of
Mozart's "Twcllth Muss" very cfloctivoly, tho princi¬
pal soprano being Miss Mortson Fisol, who was as¬

sisted by u large corps of ludios and
gentlemen. Mr. Bond presided at the organ.
Alter the gospel was sung Father lloball ascended tho
pulpit and preached on the appropriate subject ol tho
mystery ol the Resurrection. He said:.Colore con¬

templating tins ni/stery ol Iho career ol our Saviour,
let us consider the ovents that occurred during the
lew duys previous, wliuu tho Saviour ol men was tho
subject* of ull the outrages that could bo heaped on Him
by His enemies. We see Hun sud'uring the agonies in

the garden and bearing the heart-pangs that are wrung
from Ulm by tho treachery ol ono ol His chosen
twelve. Wo soe Ulm led belore tho Komau Governor
us uu impostor, scourged at tho pillar by the execu¬

tioners, stumbling under the hoavy weight ol the cross
as Ho toils up the rugged sleep to Calvury. We sco
Him raised ou high on tho lustruincni of Hisdeath,
and watch His dying agonies us Uu consummates tho
wurlt of our redemption.

GRACE CHURCH.
THE RESURRECTION AND CHRIST'S DIVINITY.

SERMON BY THE REV. DR. POTTER.
Tho morning services yesterday In Grace Church

were most impressive and soleuiu. As tho tiino lor as¬

sembling lint congrogatlon approached the silver
chimes rang out their dulcet tones to adviso tho faith-
lul that the hour lor prayer had arrived. In addition
to llio usually largo attendnuco by mcmbors of tho con¬

gregation, "JoJ or 30(1 people.who wero evidently
strangurs.crowded tho uislcs and passage ways on both
sides ol tho pews.
Tho llorul decorations about tho altar, tbo pulpit and

communion table were of tho moat uppropriuto und
delicate description. Over tho altar was a largo cross,
In white."SL Joseph".lilies, having a Greek cross
111 carnations lor u coutro piece. The pauels to tbo
right and lull ol this wero dressed with variugutod leaves
and evcrgroens, worked into pleasing devices by
dolt hands. On the altar steps sweet smelling
plants gruitflod the optic and ollactory senses.
J he pulpit was draped with evergreen run¬

ners; and so, too, wero llio dosk and tho
oaken chairs near the communion tablo. On
tbo front pane! of tho pulpit was a shloid ol whilo
lilies liordcrod With evergreens and liuvlug a carnation
cross in the centre; while tu Ironl of the reader's desk
was a circulur trophy made up lu the same wuy. Tho
ltev. Dr. I'ottur preached the sermon, lukiug his text
lrotn the Gospel ol the day. During the course of his
remarks he said (here was no question that ttie

Kplstics to tbo Romans, Corinthians, Ualatiuus, Colos¬
si.ins and Thessulonians wero written by too
hand ol lhn Gentiles' apostle, l'aul. They
were produced twonty-Uve years alter the
Kcsurrocliou, ol which ttiey boro testimony. So
when l'oul mot inou who donicu tho luct ol tho resur¬
rection of Christ ho coulrontud them with tbelr
iweul.v-fivo yours ol consent to and acquiescence In ino
luct. Twouiy-flvo years alter the mirucuious event
l'aul says that many men believed lu it becauso they
saw it with their own eyes. There could have been no

plot utuoug the apostles to creato a belle! in the resur¬

rection, because tboy did not expect it. rhusu men ou
account of ibis "delusion" sullorod und died.lor
wnul? For u stupendous luct.

THE CHILDREN'S EASTER.
EASTEB ANNIVEBSABY OF THE ST. THOMAS SDN-

HAY SCHOOL.
Tbo Easter anniversary ot tbo St. Thomas Sunday

sellout was celebrated yesterday allernoon at tho
etiuroh (Re?, Or. Morgan's), corner or Filth avenue and
Fifty-third street. Tho extensive programme 01 exer¬

cises was carried out with cntiro success and was en-

Joyod by a vast audtenco, tilling the alsios and possugo
ways, many ladles In their gay Easter attiros siuudiug
during the sorvices. Tho altar and surroundings woro

handsomely decorated with lluwors, tbo offerings of
the ladies ot the church,

TI1K SIWDAV SCHOOL CLASSICS.
The tollowiug is a list 01 tho Sunday school classes

representedFaith, llupo and Charity, Miss E. <i.
Middicton ; Little Gloauurs, Miss Giaco l.eo, tho 8L
Thomas. Miss Fanny Laliy; Disbop Wbipiilo, Miss
Wults; Mlnisiering Children, Miss Ella U. Young;
Niobrara, Miss .Sarah Smith; Little Crunches, Miss
Ksielio Young; tbo 1'uihUiiders, Miss Dexter; Truth
Seekers, Miss VV lilttctuoru; Christum Fhllosophors,
11. S. Maius; Star ot Dotblubcm, Miss E.
s. Morgan; Emmanuel, Miss S. V. Mor¬
ris; Children ol Promise, Miss Edub Wat¬
son; Little Watchman, Miss Kate Morgan;
Earnest Workers, Mies Mary L. Short; Stauuard
Hearers, Miss Mary Dodge; Children ol tho Cross, Miss
Currie Mono; Daughters ot Hope, Miss Nellie Dolmer;
The King's Own, Miss M. C. Durohell; Helping Hands,
William S. Duncouib; Willing Workers, Miss Card nor;
Young Disciples, K. J-Short; Soldiers ol the Cross,
Juntos Foil, tho Dev. Dr. Morguu, Dr. Tburtnau; Liulo
Moliliucls, Mr. Uoluier; Inheritors ol Eternity, Slits
Lyman: I.umbo! iho Fold (iniuiil class), .Mrs. Kuihvoti
and Miss Vote; Young Ladles' Ulbio Class, Mrs. T. H.
Clings; Young Men's Bible Class, H. D. Dodsou.

Oil OKU or SKUVK'KS.
Tlic order of eorvices was very lutcrosting and tho

singing was udmlruhie, iho .Sunday school receiving
aid truin a choir ol boys uud a class ol young girls
with iho regular Sk Thomas choir.

Brief uihtiesses wero delivered by Dr. Morgan and
Dev. Frodericg Courtney, tho remarks ot tho latter
were directed principally to the pupils ol the Sunday
school, who with their relatives and tricuds occupied
un extensive urea on the floor of the church and in the
side balconies, lie urged upon Ills young hearers the
necessity ol Pillowing iho example of thoir Lord and
Saviour, and hy leading a lite 01 purity and righteous¬
ness bo prepared to enjoy iho incllahlo glory ol the tile
to come. Tho pretty Mile banners of Hie musses added
u charming ulluci to the scene, which was uliogaiber
of a highly utiracilvc character.

TRINITY CIIAPEL.
Trinity Chapel, Twenty-fourth street, was profusely

decorated In honor ol tho holy day. Au array of beau¬
tiful exotics nearly surrounded tho altar, tho coutro

pioco being a large cross, composed of tuberoses, cnino-
has and Ethiopian lilies.emblems ol purity and right¬
eousness. Tbo Moral decorations wero the handiwork
ol tho ladles of the church aud exhibited superior tasio

and skill in their arrangement. The musical exorcises

werool an unusually elevated tone, us will bo seen Iroiu
a glance at the programme, the wholo boiug under the
diiociiun of Mr. Gilbert, organist uud leader of
tho choir:.Seven A. M., Choinl Communion;
Matins (processional)."Come, Yo Fulthlul;" Easier
uaihciu, 1'salms chanted; imroii, "Worthy Is iho
..ainb," Handel; Kyrio and Creed, Gilbert, m A;
by in ii, ''Jesus i.lmsi Is Risen To-dayeuchnrist
liymu, "All Worthy Thou;'' Gloria in ExooIms; Nunc
Dimilils in C; reccssiuuul, "At tho Lamb's lligb
Feast;' Even Snug; processional, "Como Yo Faith-
tui*;" lOUlh llymn; Compnuo; processioiiul, ''Come,
Ye Faiililul;" lltili I'sallu; MagulhOal, Gilbert,
in A; .Micelle Creed in A; anthem, ''Worthy is iho
Lamb" uud Hal.elujali, Handel; rccusMiou.il, luOih
hymn. Tho roclor, Dev. Dr. Swope, preached tho
loreuoon sermon, taking his text irom 1 Corinihinus,
xv., 14, 17 and IS."Aud it Christ bu hot risen, then is

oar preach lag rain, and your faith ta oloo rain."
'.And if Christ bo not raised your faith la rain; yc are
yet Id your sins." "Then ibey also which are fallen
asleep iu Christ are |>criabed." Tho sermon waa ile*
voted mainly to the consideration of tUe roiirrectiai
oi uur Lord and the consequence* which lotiowed to
all maukiud. The afteruoou aervicee were devoted to
Sunday school exercises, in which the children belong¬
ing lo tbe chapel participated.

CONSCIENCE AND THE BIBLE.
The Kev. William Lloyd preached his farewell aer-

rooti to the congregation ol tbe Waahlngton square
Methodist Kpiscupal Church, lu Fourth street, last even¬

ing. In tho morning he commenced hie regular min¬

istry at tho Madison avenue Reformed Church on the
corner of Flfty-seventb strcol, and selected as a sub¬

ject. "Risen from Christ."
The farewell address deliverod last sveulng attracted

a very largo congregation to the Washington square
Methodist Episcopal Church and the pastor preached a

vory interesting sermon, ul tho cfoso of which be
said:.My ministry Is now closed. 1 go lortb Irom a
branch ol Christ's church winch will ever bo dear to
me. But ! no not go out of (he Church, neither do I
looi mysell to ho recreunt lo my history, my
laith or my Lord. For soino time past 1
have had but two guides.my conscience
and tbe Bible. Should my viows of Biblo truths be-
come such as to forco me to atop out of all creeds,!
should do so, preferring lo staud alone with Christ than
lu a crowd at sucritlco of principle. I have striven to
bo a truo and laithlul minister of God among you. I
huvo shrank front no loll 1 have carriod you na a
church lo tho throoo of God every day ol my sojourn
among you. I have given to God and to you tho boat
of mv thoughts, tbe Qrat frulta of heart and brain, I
now closu tho book, uiy work is wltb the Lord and my
rowurd Is with him. May God bless you. may tbe inan
who stands among you in the ycurs to come be a thou¬
sand-fold more usolul than nuy man of tho past. I
Inuvo tho seed I huvo sown to grow and ripen, und an¬
other may thrust In the sickle und reap."

THE MURDER OF CHRIST.

DB. ABUITAGE ON THE JUDICIAL ASPECTS OF

TUB CKUCIFIXION.riLATB AS A WILET
POLITICIAN.
At ibe FiltU Avenuo Baptist Church yesterday

morning .he Kev. Thomas Arm Hugo, I). !>., delivered
the last sermon ol the series upon "The Men ol the
Great Week." his subject Doing "Christ's Judicial Mur¬
der. " The pastor's text was Matthew, xxvll., k5, aud
Acts, v., 28. In a tormor discourse on thoso words it
was shown, said Or. ArinltaKO, that Itoiuac as well as

Ilobrcw law held human lllo to be sacred. It threw
lis uiost sucrod and Inviolable guards around its own

citizens us such. But '.be Uotnuos had orders ot cit-

lzeushlp.a porlcct class uud a less porroct class. All
tho prlvato rights ot mau belonged to the Imported
class as well as to tho pcricci, while the houors 01

magistracy might be nadod to tho perfect order only.
But in tho days of Christ the conquests of the Empire
had bccotno so enormous thnt millions of persons In
tho subjugaiod provinces who wcro nolther cilizous nor
slaves wcro yet subjects, inado so Qrst as captives. In¬
asmuch, thon, as the Jewish nation had been con¬

quered by Borne boloro tho tlmo of Christ's birth and
Judoa was then held as a tributary ol that Power,
He was born, not a citizen ol Homo, but simply
a subject, and, as such, wus answerable to the provin¬
cial law, whatever It might be.
Christ wus neither u prisoner of war nor a captive.

Ho was tho subject of u conquered country which was
not oven under ualional law, l«r its civil and ooclesl-
ustical laws wero then iniuol aud operativo. As tho
roprosentativo of tho Emperor there tho Procurator
hud tho powor of lile and death over a subject uuder
tho application of those laws which protected a subject
in the enjoyment of thoso rights which were ac-
corded to him by the code of the province
In which ho ltvod. Wo tiro thus shut up to this
conclusion, that as the Procurator ot uu Imperial prov¬
ince It was the duty of Pilule to know whether or hot
tho Sanhedrim h id mo II.e ol Jesus in Jeopurdy under
the national and proper application of Jewish law, and
in cuse ol' doubt uither to order a new trial In which
the laws should be properly applied, or to modlly tne
whole proceeding because ol Us Illegality, Instead <>f
this ho did not reopen tho case uud review It and de¬
cide against their sontence; uud then hlmselt
committed a Judicial crime of the htgliest mug-
niiuoo by assisting thorn to enforce what he,
as tho supremo judge, had declared to be utterly
lilogal. Or, to uso the words of tho moat careful and
patient student and Interpreter of law lu our country,
who says, "Icunuot cull to mtud anything In ull my
researches whore such arbitrary power as was exer¬
cised against Christ was authorized by law. Ho was
picked up lor a supposed ollence, If It can he called as
olloncc, uud tho uct of arrest was an urbltrary act
founded lu uu law, hut ciearly despotic." Hence, as
wo claim, tho execution of Christ was hut Judical mur¬
der.

CItlllST 1IKPORK THIS UOMAS COUKT.
Pilate, Invested with those powers, was not a racro

agent through whom the Jewish Court could inlliet its
injustice upon Jesus, hut he wits the centre of the high*
est judicial power, so tliut the crime, the trial, the Una-
nig and llio execution all came under liiscognizuuce by
right ol Jurisdiction. The Sanhedrim had given its de¬
cision that He was worthy of death, but they had no

power to puss the lonnal sentence ot death upuu Hltn.
This court seeius to have adjourned in an upiour eurly
m tho morning, when, according to St. l.uko. llio wholo
court urose anil led Jesus, hound, to Pllato and uoiiv-
cred linn into his hands to bo put to death.
As nearly as wo can ascertain Jesus entered
l'llate s nail of judgment about seven iu the mornlug,
wnen His Kouiun or civil trial uurnmencod. Hero such
a scene and such u series ol events trauspirod as havo
no parallel in the history ol the judiciary. A wild ad¬
mixture ol crali, passion, cowardice, meekness, vacil¬
lation and inconsistency is found Here such as has
never b«uu compounded clscwncre on earth. The re¬
sult shows that a sadder heart never beat in a man's
bosom than mat In Pilate's when be usceuded the
"judgment scat" and the young iuuq of Nazareth
stood belore him. The Jewish leaders ot the people
held u grout power over mo proud Kotnan, uud not
ouiy insisted tiial ho must deal with tho cuso us they
wished, but that he must conUrrn their own llodtngt
ot condemnation. Pilule does not appear to Uuve boon
iu bis usuulty passive state o* iniud that morning.
Possibly bo wasanuuyed to llnd publio business pushed
upuu turn at tbut untimely hour, or ho may have boon
disquieted by the uppreliensiou that the pussover day
was to bu "marked by sumo act ui turbulence
which would cost uiiu uud Ins troops great troubto; or

lis, pernups, leit a slight tinge of scorn uud
resentment toward tho city muguatos and haughty
priests who bud already sent grievous complaints
against Uiui to Slleuus; or, last of ull, It is possible
thai, with tbo sharpness of the eagle's oyo, the em¬
blematic bird ol his own standard, ho saw by Hie
bearing of tbo prisoner tbut ho was not uu ordinary
lelou. Uu carried no hardened and bruzon front, no
deilaut uud guilt bespeaking manners llKe these ol a
common criminal, but was tuouk, pure, gentle und
dlgulllud, qualities which appear in llio innocent uud
not tho rcprobuio, lor Piluic hud seen too much of
crinto not to read Its hotlow, sunken, sullen look.

TI1K J <.1)1(1 A1. MUKUKC.
Instoad of taking tbeir word at lull credit und ralily-

Ing the tlnuingsol the Jews, supremo Judicial "Coun¬
cil" olf liund, and without a hearing to tho ineffably
meek victim, who stood belore Uiui with a rope around
his uoek, Pilate proposed to retry the case. This en¬
raged them beyond endurance. l'llule hud by Ibis
decision served u notice on thorn tbut lie could not bo
a passive instrument Iu llicir hands by playing tbo purl
ol hangman without Itrsi ascertaining the guilt of the
culprit, even to please thu legal aristocracy ol the nation.
Iu tlioir own court iliey bad accused Jesus of blas¬
phemy, but at once they saw tbut iheir religious quar¬
rel hud no intoruMi lor u Kouiun judge, who know mat
they were lull by ihu conquest in the tree exercise oj
their religion, nud they lull thai l'ilato would not trou¬
ble tiimsoil with an uliegud olluucu ugaioti the Jewish
Cod, in whom lie did not believe, because sucu ques¬
tions did not pertain to Kouiun law. Thorvlorc, be¬
lore this new court they suddenly abandoned the old
accusation uud substituted tor it a new political
charge. They no lougor alleged that Ho wus guilty of
constructivo blasphemy, nut that He was guilty of
constructive treusoii. When l'ilulo -boldly and em¬

phatically absolved Him Irom the accusation, suyiug,
.'I tiud no lault lu him," It wus his duty to buvo dis¬

charged the prisoner. The acquittal ol Jesus niudo the
Jews more tierce, uud they charged tbut Jesus stirred
up tho people, '.beginning Irom Uulilco to this place."

I'lLATK, TitK CKAKTV I'Ol.lTICIAN.

Up to this point l'ilato hud ucied u manly part, but
the tumult ot ihu people began to alarm Inui Just hero,
probably louring «n outbreak ou the peuce 01 the city
uud desiring to rid minseli of u troublesome case with
all lis responsibility, when bo heard the uccused wus
a Cailieuu, he began to play lbe orally politician and
ceased from tbut moment to be Hie lair Judge. Galilee
wus outside ol Ins province, llorod, of Galileo, and
l'ilato were nut Irleads, llerod wus at the lime at
Jerusalem, having c.diiu to utteud the pussover. Pilate
tuougbi that It would do a muster stroke of policy to
tree himself ol tills troublesome prisuuer inside, and
this clamorous mob outside, us woil us to conciliuto
Herod by sending Jesus to him on tbo plea lliat bo nud
not proper jurisdiction in the case. So instead of re¬
leasing Christ lie sunt llim to Herod. The latter, alter
Hliowlug Christ to he maltreated, returned
llim to Pilule. Ou every principle ol common
law und equity, to suy nothing of humanity,l'ilato wus responsible lor all tho mockery,
indignity and sufluring which Jesus endured at inn
hands ol llorod and ins brutal mun ol war, alter being
acquitted upon his own examination. I lien l'ilato
violated every principle ol commou law by proparlug
to scourge uu innocent person. Ilia proposition to
release Jesus instead ol Haralibas caused it wild, siiiunia
passion to seize the multitude, unt! llio Irantlu throngyelleu like Uends lor tho ruleuso ol Hurubiias, who n.id
neon legally convicted ol sedition and murder, uud fol
the crucifixion ol Jesus. The hitter, boisterous de¬
mand of tho mon prevailed. The scowling, hardened
villain Burabbas went lorlU to u bloodstained jubilee,while tliu quivering shoulders ol Mary's sou won
lae< rated till (ivory nerve and inuticlo shuddered undei
the torture of the Human thong. Hull, Pilate sought
to release Chi 1st, hut mo threat at least ol the mob that
no was not CVsur'e friend opened to l'llate a vision of
condemnation, degradation and banishment si the
bauds ol Iiis gloomy and supiicious master, Silonus,which silenced ull convictions ol Justice, equity uud hu-
Inanity, uud under this impulse, lor the llr*t
lime in a civilizei country, u Juugo ventured to
to reverse Ins own dceisiuu throe limes rendered with¬
out now evidence uud without discovering a llaw or
mistake in the proceedings. Jesus loll into the hands
ot His judicial murderers a victim of malice and tiule.
Tho Jews' prayer, "His blood be upon us and up n oor
children," has not boon wual l.ongiollow uuits, iu an-
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